
For Immediate Release:  
Jovita Morales (612)246-1149 
 

What:  Permanent Assembly and Permanent Peaceful Occupation 

Where: Minnesota Governor Dayton’s Office, Rm, 130 at the MN State Capitol  

When: Starting at 6:11 pm on Tuesday, May 23, 2017  

Why: HF470 The Public Safety Omnibus Bill contains an anti-immigrant anti-

regulatory provisions that would ban undocumented Minnesotans from obtaining 

Driver’s Licenses, creating like this even more barriers in the quest for Drivers Licenses 

that undocumented Minnesotans have fought for over ten years.  

 
We declare this Permanent Assembly in the extraordinary emergency situation 

where we will stay in this office permanently until the Governor comes out to 
meet with us face to face and commits to veto the entire bill HF470. 

 
Governor Dayton’s Policy Advisor, Joane McAfee met the group and heard several testimonies from the 
directly affected folks and the community at large. It is clear for us that Governor Dayton’s decision to 
sign HF470 will have a direct negative impact in Minnesota families. Minnesota is home of thousands 
of undocumented folks, mixed status families and vulnerable non-citizens that are under attack under 
the new executive administration. 
 
Earlier this month, Governor Dayton vetoed the REAL ID bill that included exactly the same anti-
immigrant provision. Additionally, Governor Dayton has publicly declared his support for Driver 
Licenses for undocumented Minnesotans.  
 
We woke up this morning to disappointing news, the HF470 was passed in the chambers and is waiting 
to be signed at the governor’s desk. In the Real ID veto letter written by Governor Dayton, he states “I 

have vetoed and am returning…the Omnibus Public Safety Bill… [because it] also has a controversial 

provision that was added into the conference report at the last minute relating to DPS’s authority to engage 

in rulemaking regarding lawful status for a driver’s license...” We concur with you and we urge you to 

maintain your position. According to MPR, during an afternoon conference meeting to closeup the Public 
Safety Omnibus Bill, DFL lawmakers complained about the provision in the bill that would prevent 
unauthorized immigrants from obtaining driver’s licenses. It was a provision removed from the Real 
ID on May 15th 2017 to secure it’s passage. Sen. Latz (DFL-SLP) said negotiators added the provision 
in exchange for the removal of a provision to toughen penalties against highway protesters.  The Chief 
House sponsor of the protest measure, Rep Nick Zerwas (R- Elk River) confirmed the late night deal.   
 
That deal is NOT a good one for our immigrant community and we reject the notion that immigrant 
families have to be thrown under the bus in order to accomplish a healthy commitment.  The anti-
protest provision and the anti-immigrant/anti-rulemaking provisions are both alarming and 
detrimental to our communities. We understand that in order to preserve our communities and fulfill 
the vision of a prosperous, equitable and just Minnesota for all, we need to come together and become 
the boldest and bravest version of ourselves. It is like this that we are committed to protect some of 
our most vulnerable community members.  
 
Given that we believe that the Public Safety Omnibus bill should not be carried over the backs of 
immigrants, we stand strongly against this bill and request a complete veto until the Public Safety 



Omnibus Bill comes back clean without anti-protest provisions and without anti-immigrant/anti-
rulemaking provisions. 
 
Other representatives that have visited the permanent assembly include Rep. Karen Clark, Sen. Patricia 
Torres Ray, Rep. Raymond Dehn, Rep. Ilhan Omar, Rep. Peggy Flanagan, among others.  Additionally, 
Rep. Karen Clark and Rep. Raymond Dehn have initiated a solidarity fast. 
 
 

The Permanent Assembly is held in solidarity with the support of the following 
groups and organizations:  
 
Mesa Latina 
ISAIAH 
Navigate MN 
MIRAC  
La Voz del Pueblo 
De Leon and Nestor LLC 
Centro Campesino 
SEIU Local 26 
MN National Lawyers Guild 
Immigrant Law Center of Minnesota 
Advocates of Human Rights 
 
A live document with the most recent updates in organizational support can be found 
here  
 
  
 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZLW9BId4IMb1JtQB2l0ID5QLwr1MTtWr1TxMrnX8NWg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZLW9BId4IMb1JtQB2l0ID5QLwr1MTtWr1TxMrnX8NWg/edit?usp=sharing

